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A New Page: A new page was added to the “History Book” of the Evangelical 
theran Church in British Guiana when Ascension Lutheran Church took birth in 
e Ruimveldt Housing Scheme, a district with over 1500 families, and no Primary 

School and Church facilities. The work of the Church in this area embodies the Church, 
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Ruimveldt Parish Continued 


the School, the Sunday School, the Luther 
League and all the other activities that will be 
organized from time to time. 


The School: The hub of all the Church 
activities is Ascension Lutheran School—a 
marvel of architecturai finery—the most 
beautifully designed primary school in British 
Guiana. This splendid structure is from 
architectural drawings by Messrs. Grant and 
Scantlebury. The building is 150 ft. long and 
35 ft. wide. Upper and Lower flats. Its 
special amenities include the Co-op shop, 
a Headteacher’s room, a Staff room and a 
Storage room. The Lavatory arrangements 
are simply wonderful. Judicious use was 
made of colour and the colour scheme is 
really superb. 


The Official Opening of the School: The 
School was officially opened on September 
4, 1959 — a red letter day in the history of 
the Ruimveldt Housing Scheme. Mrs. A. 
Magalee, wife of the Manager, Pastor H. C. 
Magalee ( who was unavoidably absent ) cut 
the ribbon and declared the building open. 
The chairman of the occasion was Rev. A. R. 
Bowen, President of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in British Guiana. Pastor P. G. 
Hansen then read a history of the School Pro- 
ject and in it he pointed out that if Govern- 
ment’s Policy towards education remains 
stable the Evangelical Lutheran Church will 
continue to play a dominant role in the 
educational programme of British Guiana. 
Other speakers included the Director of 
Education, the Commissioner of Housing and 
Rev. A. J. Henne who moved the vote of 
thanks. 


The auditorium was packed to capacity 
as no less than 1000 persons were present. 


Formal Opening of the School: The 
formal opening of the School was on Monday, 
7th September, 1959. As the Headteacher 
was not yet appointed, the Senior Assistant 
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designate, Mr. A.B. Chanderpal and a Staff 
of 4—Mrs. Janet Khan, Miss L. Mentis, Mr. 
Sookram Ramessar and Miss Joan Cumber- 
batch started the school. The enrolment at 
the end of the first day was 700, the second 
day 900 and the third day touched 1000. A 
full stop had to be made. From then to 
now over 700 children’ have been refused 
admission and by January there will be no 
less than 200 children of 6 years ready to 
enter school. 


The Headteacher was fully appointed 
and Mr. A. B. Ganesh, formally Headteacher 
of St. Thomas Lutheran School, Lochaber, 
West Canje, Berbice, took over the reins of 
responsibility in the largest Lutheran School 
in British Guiana on 14th September, 1959. 


The Present Staff: The present staff 
stands at 17-13 permanent teachers and 4 
interim teachers. The personnel of the staff . 
are: 


1. A. B. Ganesh (GradeI Class I) Head- 
teacher. 

2. A. B. Chanderpal (Grade I Class 1!) 
Senior Assistant. 

3. M. Ramnarine (Grade I Class I) Assist- 
ant Teacher. 

4, B. Chinapen (Grade I Class II) Assist- 
ant Teacher. 

5. S. Ramessar (Grade II Class III) Assist- 
ant Teacher. 

6. Mrs. Savitri Khan (Grade II Class III) 

Assistant Teacher. 
7. J. Harricharran (Grade II Class III) 
Assistant Teacher. 

8. Mrs. Janet Khan — Assistant Teacher. 

9. Mrs. L. Mentis — Assistant Teacher. 

10. Priscilla Solomon —P. T. 

11. C. Chichester — P. T. 

12 Cy Grant:— Pk. 

13. J. Cumberbatch — P. T. 

14. Bakker — Interim. 

15. L. Griffith — Interim. 

16. Megla Brandis — Interim. 

17. Patricia Henry — Interim. 
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A Get-Together: On Friday, 25th Sep- 
tember, there was a get-together of the 
members of the staff and their families, 
Catechist Seeram and his family and Pastor 
Magalee and his family. The object of this 
get-together was to introduce members of 
each family and to develop a family atmos- 
phere in the work of the Church and all it 
stands for. It was at this meeting that 
teachers, church workers and their families 
pledged to do their very best in the. service 
of Christ in the Ruimveldt area. 


First Church Service: The first Church 
Service was held on Sunday, 4th October, 
1959, at 10.00 a.m. in the Auditorium. 
The stage was converted into a chancel. 
Thanks to the female section of workers, 
the altar was well appointed and the build- 
ing was transformed into a chapel. Pastor 
_H. C.. Magalee officiated and: delivered a 
message on ‘“‘Faith.” The number present 
was 128. The offering taken up amounted 
to $25.61. The present membership of 
communicants is 31 and this number includes 
members of the teaching staff and their 
families and transfers from other Churches, 
but more especially from Epiphany, Albouys- 
town which gave the new congregation 17 
members. After the service a good many 
persons enrolled themselves as prospective 
members. 


As seen from its membership, the Church 
is ready for congregational status and this 
status may be achieved sooner than is 
expected. 


The First Sunday School: Immediately 
after the service the Sunday School assembled, 
174 children enrolled themselves. They were 
classified into the various age groups. Miss 
Petersen along with Mr. Ganesh allocated 
the teachers to the various classes. 


Who’s Who In The Ascension Lutheran 
Church: 
. Pastor —Rey. H. C. Magalee, M.B.E. 
. Catechist — Mr. Samuel Seeram. 
. Vice President of the Church Council— 
Mr. A. B. Ganesh. 
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4. Secretary-Treasurer — Mr. A. B. Chan- 
derpal. 

- Church Council — All male members of 
staff of Ascension Lutheran School. 

. Superintendent of Sunday School — 
Mr. A. B. Ganesh. 

. Assistant Superintendent of Sunday 
School — Mr. S. Ramessar. 

. Secretary-Treasurer of Sunday School — 
Mr. Mohabir Ramnarine. 

. Advisor of Sunday School—Miss Martha 
Petersen (Lady Missionary ) 

10. Advisor of Luther League — Mr. B. S. 

Chinapen. 
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Parents-Teachers Meeting: The manage- 
ment and = staff willing to solicit the 
co-operation of the parents, held a meeting 
with them on the 29th September, 1959. ‘The 
following were the speakers for the occasion, 
with Catechist Seeram as Chairman: 


1. Mr. B. S. Chinapen welcomed the parents 
and the Chairman. 

The staff was then introduced. The 
Manager introduced the Headteacher 
and the Headteacher his staff. 

2. The Headteacher, Mr..A. B. Ganesh 
outlined the policy programme of the 
school and hinted the formation of a 
P.T.A. at a later date. 

3. The Manager outlined the policy of the 
Church. He made it clear that the policy 
of the Church is not primarily Educa- 
tion, but the reclamation of lost humanity 
to Jesus, and the School is to be used as 
the springboard for the building of a 
healthy and happy Christian Community. 


Speaking on behalf of the parents were 
Sergeant Beeram and Mrs. Morgan. Both of 
them thanked the Lutheran Church for the 
wonderful opportunity it has opened for the 
people in Ruimveldt. 


The Chairman in his closing remarks 
spoke of correlating education and religion. 


Mr. A.B. Chanderpal, Senior Assistant 
then moved the vote of thanks. 
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EPIPHANY — ALBOUYSTOWN 


Pastor — H. C. MAGALEE 


Epiphany Church has turned over a new 
page in her history with the Rev. H.C.Magalee 
as her new pastor. Pastor Magalee succeeds 
Pastor P.G. Hansen who served as pastor of 
this congregation for eleven years. We are 
grateful to him for his splendid leadership for 
these years and wish him continued success 
for the future. 


21st Anniversary: Twenty-one years ago 
on October 9, 1938, Pastor A.R. Bowen con- 
ducted the first service in a rented dance hall 
in Albouystown. On that first Sunday morn- 
ing there were only three present: Pastor and 
Mrs. Bowen and the former Miss Jean Lach- 
mansingh, now Mrs. Maurice Branco. This 
humble beginning, however, marked the 
establishment of Lutheran work in the County 
of Demerara for the first time. From this 
humble. beginning also there has been growth 
to the extent of a congregation of 412 baptized 
souls, Sunday School with an enrolment of 
96, Luther League 20 and Women’s League 
34, 


In observance of this 21st Anniversary a 
film entitled “Faith of our Fathers” was 
shown on Friday, October 9, to a large and 
appreciative audience. On Sunday, October 
11, we were favoured with the presence of 
Pastor Bowen who delivered an appropriate 
and inspiring message. Following the service 
Pastor Magalee extended a cordial welcome 
to the congregation which squeezed into every 
seat and which jammed to the walls. Catech- 
ist Seeram read an interesting history of the 
past 21 years. Organ solos were rendered by 
Messrs. Primo and Wiltshire, a solo by Miss 
Lolita Seeram and a duet by Mesdames Cool- 
ridge and Lewis. 


Spread out on two tables were eight iced 
cakes and beautifully lit with 21 candles. The 
honoured guests who sat around the table 
were Pastor Bowen, Mesdames Branco and 
Coolridge, Mr. Waddle, Mr. Primo and Miss 
Beatrice Simon. These were the foundation 


Catechist — S. G. SEERAM 


members of Epiphany and to them fell the 
honour of lighting and extinguishing the can- 
dies. At the lighting of the candles the congre- 
gation arose and sang the Happy Birthday song 
followed by the hymn ‘‘ Now Thank We All 
Our God.’ Each of our honoured guests 
received gifts of small gold crosses and each 
person in the audience also received pictures 
of Christ. The cakes were cut and distributed 
and we believe that everyone present had a 
taste. The Doxology brought a very pleasant 
and memorable evening to a close. 


Evangelism: The Evangelism Committee 
met for a series of lectures under the guidance 
of their Catechist who lectured on *‘ The evil 
of our youths and its remedy’’, ‘“The motives 
for Evangelism’’, ‘‘Lay Evangelistic Visiting”’, 
** Knowing who to win” and sections of the 
“Turn over Chart’. 
members of the Evangelism Committee: Mrs. 
V.I. Coolridge, Miss Philemina Carter, Miss 
Celestine Freso, Mr. Harold Hinds, Mr. 
Henry Burke, Miss Yvonne Khan, Miss 
Joycelyn Hamlet, Miss Barbara Pilgrim, Miss 
Mavis Glasgow, Mr. Linton Hamlet and 
Mrs. Reginald Waddell. 


Sunday School: The Sunday School has 
been re-organised with the following as its 
officers and teachers: Mr. Ritchie, Superin- 
tendent; Mrs. Alley, Secretary-Treasurer and 
the following teachers: Miss Jean Gutherie, 
Mr. Gerald Moonsammy, Miss Lolita Seeram, 
Miss Viola Coolridge, Miss Joycelyn Fowler 
and Mr. Omar Khan. 


During the month of August under the 
leadership of Miss Martha Petersen, our Lady 
Missionary, a Vacation Bible School was 
conducted very satisfactorily. The children 
of the Sunday School and others from the 
Ruimveldt area have gained a wealth of know- 
ledge. Handicraft was taught by Catechist 
A. Persaud. Those who taught are as 
follows: Miss Martha Petersen, Mrs. Janet 
Khan, Mr. David Oudit (Catechist of St. 


The following are .. 


«It is like ‘fa dream come true.” 
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Mary), Mr. A. Persaud (Catechist of Bel Air 
Parish), Mrs. P.G. Hansen and Catechist 
Samuel Seeram. 


Sunday School (La Penitenze): This 
Sunday School is under the leadership of Mr. 
Harold Hinds who has to ride on a bicycle 
three miles every Sunday. 


Luther League: Because of electrical 
load shedding we have had to change our 
meeting night, and even though this is done, 
there are times when we find ourselves facing 
blackout. Many of our evenings were inter- 
rupted. The Chairman of this organisation 
is Mr. Junior Ramsammy. 


Continued 


Women’s League: Mrs. H. C. Magalee 
and Miss Martha Petersen helped to guide the 
affairs of this organisation. At a. recent 
business meeting the women have voted to 
list ‘‘ The India Missionary Fund” on their 
budget. For this, we wish to congratulate 
them. The officers are Mrs. Mary Guthrie. 
President; Mrs. Janet Khan, Secretary; Mrs. 
Betty Seeram, Treasurer. 


Gifts: We beg to acknowledge the gifts 
of a beautiful green carpet which runs the 
length of the centre aisle and side entrance, 
also a pulpit reading lamp. These gifts are 
from a member of the congiegation and a 
friend respectively, who wish to remain 
anonymous. : 


Lower Corentyne Parish 
ST. PETER — FYRISH 


Pastor — E. B. MEYER 


Congregation: The members of St. Peter 
Congregation are waiting patiently as they 
see their new concrete Church being erected. 
It is the talk 
in Fyrish Village by everyone especially the 
large concrete cross which was the first portion 
of the Church to be built. The members are 
busy working toward furaishing the Church 
by Dedication Day which is to be sometime 
during the month of December. 

The Members, Catechist and Pastor are 
all grateful to the Armogan family of Fyrish 
who have so willingly permitted all meetings 
and worship services of the congregation to 
be held under their house. during the con- 


_ struction period of the new Church. 


Sunday School: The Sunday School 
teachers continue to meet every month in the 
Catechist’s house for inspiration, guidance 


_and their necessary help toward operating a 
“smooth and efficient Sunday School. 


Because 


of the fine cooperation shown by the teachers 


and the able direction of their Catechist, much 
is being accomplished for Christ’s Kingdom 
‘in Fyrish Village. 


No. 1 Sunday School: This is a new 


‘Sunday School which was opened by the 


: 


Catechist — S. PILLAY 


Catechist along with some teachers just a few 
months ago. It has grown rapidly during its 
short period of existence. 


The teachers are: Miss Sarah Burgess, 
Mr. Cyril Ramsawack, Mr. A. Raghunath and 
Mrs. S. Morrison, the parish worker. 


It is the will and prayer of all that this 
area may be developed into a preaching point. 


St. Bartholomew Sunday School: On 
Sunday, October 4, 1959, Mrs. Sarah Morri- 
son, Parish Worker was assigned. to this 
Sunday School. We hope and pray that her 
efforts here will be of great benefit to the 
children and the community. The other 
teachers are Miss Ricknauth and Mr. A. 
Raghunath. 


Congregation: A grand and hearty 
welcome was extended to Pastor Meyer on 
Sunday, August 30, 1959. After the Catech- 
ist made an introduction Miss Ricknauth 
brought words of welcome after which Miss 
Carol Dookram garlanded the Pastor. Pastor 
Meyer said that he was very happy to have 
come again to British Guiana and especially 
to serve in the Lower eae Parish once 
more. 


6 


SOUTHERN CROSS 


Lower Corentyne Parish — Continued 
ST. JOHN — WILLIAMSBURG 


Pastor — E. B. MEYER 


Compound: The compound is now be- 
ing filled with dirt and properly levelled. 
When this is completed a volley ball court 
will be laid down and flowers, shrubs and 
trees will be planted to beautify the entire 
compound. 

Parsonage: The parsonage will soon be 
completed. Everyone inthe Parish especially 
members of St. John are looking forward to 
the day when Rev. E. B. Meyer, the first full- 
time Pastor will take up residence there with 
his wife and two children. 

Farewell: The Congregation, Luther 
League, Women’s League and Sewing Class 
bade Catechist Lalsingh and family farewell 
on Sunday, October 11 and presented many 
gifts. Everyone wished the Catechist and 
family God’s richest blessings in their new 
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Catechist — D. LALSINGH 


field of work at St. James, Whim, St. Michael 
and Alness. 


Social: The Women’s League held a 
special social for their departing Treasurer, 
Mrs. Lalsingh. 


Parish Hall: This is very much needed 
by the congregation and its auxiliaries. It is 
understood that the Catechist’s house which 
is presently situated on the compound will 
soon be converted into a Parish Hall and then 
handed over to St. John and its auxiliaries. 
It will be put to good use by the Sunday 
School, and as a reading and game room for 
the other auxiliaries. 

Adult Baptism: (1) Veeraley Permaul. 

Confirmation: (1) Joseph Anamayah 
(2) Kumar Raghunath (3) Hector Murgen. 
| 
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SADHU SUNDAR SINGH — TRIUMPH 


Pastor — A. R. BOWEN 


October 4, was a day of glad remem- 
brance when members and friends gathered 
together in the celebration of the 4th Anniver- 
sary of Dedication of their Church building. 


The occasion was marked with Baptism, 
Admission, Installation of Church Council- 
men and Holy Communion. 


Those installed to serve for the year 1959- 
1960 are as follows: A.R. Nizam, Secretary; 
Harold Sankar, Patrick Goriah, Joseph 
Kirton and Richard Melville. 


Catechist — A. A. KOWLESSAR\ 


Admission: Catherine Evangeline M« 
Rae. 

Baptism: Sandra Sookdai Mangal 
Pamela Emily Jansen, Rene Chaitkumari) | 
Sookhai and Shirley Ragobir. 


This congregation has paid its 3m 
quarterly apportionment in full and are work | 
ing hard to make the final payment at the en, | 
of the year. 

May God richly bless these members fe 
their faith and love in striving to build H | | 
Kingdom here on earth. 


SALEM — BACHELOR’S ADVENTURE 


Pastor — A. R. BOWEN 


The month of September, 1959, marks 
the 13th year for this congregation work 
which has been functioning in the Catechist’s 
house all these years. We do hope and pray 
that the coming year may be a blessing to us 
in having a Church building to worship in. 


Catechist — R. L. sive 
a | 


Baptism: |Chondrouti Singh 
Rudolph Bhagwandatt Parboo. | 


We give praise to God for helping us 
pay in full our 3rd quarterly apportic 
ment. 
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| BEE HIVE 
Pastor — A. R. BOWEN Catechist — HARRY PERSAUD 


Our heartiest congratulations are extend- Infant Baptism: Rodwell Benjamin, 
led to Mr. & Mrs. Mingo who were joined in Gloria Rohoti. 
holy wedlock. May God richly bless them. 


| Adult Baptism: David Seenauth. 
Congratulations are also extended to Mr. 


& Mrs. Cecil Premdas for the gift of a son Confirmation : George Barnwell, 
and to Mr. & Mrs. Collins, the gift of a Earnest Henley. 
| daughter. 


Figures from the Stewardship Office 


Below is a statement of Apportionment paid by congregations and Preaching Points to 
September 30, 1959. Congregations are advised to make their final payments not later 
'than January 15, 1960. 


| CONGREGATIONS APPORTIONMENT PAID DUE 

I. Skeldon Parish 
|. Nativity $ 256.00 $ 140.00 $ 116.00 
2. Emmanuel 380.00 260.00 120.00 
3. St. Philip 250.00 180.00 70.00 
4. St. Matthias 250.00 70.00 180.C0 
Preaching Point — St. Barnabas 40.00 

II. Lower Corentyne Parish 

5. St. Luke $ 360.00 $ 120.00 $ 240.00 
6. St. Stephen 318.00 110.00 208.00 
7. St. Michael 260.00 160.00 100.00 
8. St. James 250.00 200.00 50.00 
9. St. John 821.00 294.00 527.00 
10. St. Peter 500.00 210.00 290.00 
Il. St. Bartholomew 330.00 125.00 205.00 

III. Canje and Lower Berbice River Parish 
12. Transfiguration $ 560.00 $ 157.00 $ 403.00 
13... St.. Thomas... 590.00 108.00 482.00 
14. St. Clement 283.00 100.00 183.00 
15. St. Mark 250.00 125.00 125.00 
16. St. Catherine 256.00 120.00 136.00 

IV. New Amsterdam Parish 
17. Ebenezer $ 4,720.00 $ 1,353.65 $ 3,366.35 


18. St. Timothy 660.00 440.00 220.00 
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Figures from the Stewardship Office — Continued 
VY. Upper Berbice River Parish 


19. Grace $ 532.00 $ 263.00 $ 269.00 
20. Reformation 585.00 234.00 351.00 
2!. Atonement 380.00 60.00 320.00 
22. Mt. Hermon 709.00 145.00 564.00 
23, Sterat 940.00 250.00 690.00 
24. Mt. Carmel 857.00 160.00 697.00 
25. Mt. Olivet 710.00 220.00 490.00 
Preaching Points—Riverside Chapel 100.00 
Hururu 98.00 
VI. West Coast Berbice Parish 
26. Good Shepherd $ 530.00 $ 219.00 $ 311.00 
27. Resurrection 274.00 140.00 134.00 
28. Nazareth 270.00 89.00 181.00 
29. Faith 280.00 140.00 140.00 
30. Advent 250.00 145.00 145.00 
31. Hope 490.00 95.00 395.00 
az Christ 478.00 69,25 408.75 
VII. Upper East Coast Parish 
33. Bethany $ 256.00 $ 76.00 $ 180.00 
34. St. Matthew 270.60 54.00 216.00 
35. Holy Communion 420.00 70.00 350.00 . 
Preaching Point — Bee Hive 35.00 
VIII. Buxton Parish 
36. Salem $ 280.00 $ 210.00 $ 70.00 
37. Messiah 292.00 146.00 146.00 
38. Holy Trinity 450.00 140.00 310.00 
39. Sadhu Sundar Singh 320.00 160.00 160.00 
IX. Bel Air Parish “ 
40. St. Andrew $ 353.00 $ 176.50 $ 1762 
41. St. Mary 380.00 180.00 208° 
42. Redeemer 520.00 335.00 85x 
X. Georgetown Parish 
43. Calvary $ &50.00 $ 430.00 $ 420.00 
44. Epiphany 1,240.00 570.00 670.00 
45. Mt. Zion 360.00 60.00 30000 
Preaching Point—Vreed-en-Hoop ooh, 70.00 
$ 24,610.00 $9,451.40 $15,500.60 
Apportionment Goal te $ 24,610.00 
Paid by Congregations to Sime eS $ 9,109.40 
Paid by Preaching points to 3 . 9. 59 <i 343.00 
$ 9,452.40 : 
Outstanding from Congregations $ 15,500.60 


CYRFES Ss CHU, 
Stewardship Secretary. 
Printed by The Popular Printery — N.A. 


